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National Family
Reunion Month
Continued

BY ERSULA ODOM
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

Otis Douglas, oldest Martin family member

L-R, John Houston, George Streets and Eugene Akins Jr.

We continue celebrating July
as National Family Reunion
Month with the Martin Family
Reunion and Akins/Aikens/Leeks
Family Reunions in this week’s
edition of The Weekly Challenger.

Martin Family
Reunion
BY EMMACAVIN
BAINBRIDGE, GA- For the

past 30 years, the Martin family
has come together. It is always a
rejuvenating experience to see
relatives of every age enjoying
their time together. July 8-10 was
that time this year as the descendents of Mack and Bell Martin
poured into Bainbridge, GA from
various points across the USA.
The relatives who traveled the
farthest were Alvin Watford from
upstate New York and his brother,

REUNIONS

continued on pg. 5

TAMPA - “Help stop voter
suppression” was the call to
action by Rev. Jesse L. Jackson
Sr. on Tuesday at a Voter
Empowerment Rally held at the
34th Street Church of God,
Tampa. The rally received an
immediate response as people
registered to vote on the spot.
Jackson, a world renowned
civil rights leader, delivered the
message to an impressive group of
bay area leaders. “It is not who
died for your right to vote. It is,
instead, that you can’t live without
your right to vote, because voting
controls every aspect of your life,”
Jackson said. Since HB 1355 has
passed Florida legislature this
year, there is an urgent need to
contact Attorney General Eric
Holder with an appeal to deny preclearance of retrogressive changes
in this law that will make it more
difficult for all Floridians to
register to vote and to have their
votes counted equally.
Jackson noted that the
Department of Justice is not
stopping the assault on voter
rights that is sweeping the country.
Supporting his point, He distributed a “Map of Shame” flyer
highlighting each state’s status or
position on vote suppression legislation. Eight states, including
Al ab am a, Geo rg i a, S o u t h
Carolina, Tennessee, Kansas,
Wisconsin, Indiana, and Texas,
currently require photo voter ID
o n l y. F o u r o f t h es e s t at es ,
including Alabama and Georgia,
which border Florida, also have
proof of citizenship laws. Jackson

Rev. Jesse L. Jackson Sr. speaks in Tampa

said, “There is a toxic wind
blowing across the United States.”
Twenty five states have
passed photo ID legislation. Four
of those states - Montana,
Missouri, North Carolina and
Vermont - had the bill vetoed by
their governors. Florida joins
Louisiana, Oklahoma, Hawaii,
South Dakota, Idaho, and
Michigan in requesting photo ID
approval from the Department of
Justice. Florida and Ohio are said
to have repressive election legislation, even more repressive than
Texas, where a student photo ID is
not allowed and a gun license is a
valid form of ID. Only 10 states

are without existing photo voter
ID laws and have no current legislation.
The term “Big government”
may not always be a reference to
government, but a reference to the
black middle class, which is
made up mostly of government
workers. It may also reference the
doctors and lawyers who look like
them. Attack on public education
is an attack on the dreams of
blacks. Although there are blacks
in private and charter schools, the
majority are educated in the public
school systems across the nation
Do you ever hear someone
say, “Oh that’s Tampa, I live in St.

Petersburg or that’s St. Petersburg,
I live in Tampa?” Jackson said that
this illustrates that we are living
and governing from a local perspective when the opposition is
viewing Florida from a bird’s eye
view and governing globally.
“The opposition has analyzed the
factors that led to their defeat in
2008 and is systematically eliminating those factors. Fifty four
percent of African-Americans
voted early in 2008. Now, the
early voting window is being cut
from 14 days to 6 with no Sunday

JACKSON
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BY KHANA RILEY
CHALLENGER
CORRESPONDENT
ST. PETERSBURG - The
students of the Tampa Bay
community gathered Thursday,
July 21 at the Child’s Park
YMCA located on 6th Avenue
and 43rd St. S. The Spelling Bee,
originally put together by the St.
Petersburg
Public
Library
System, came to the Child’s Park
Y for its first annual Spelling
Bee. Deborah Figgs-Sanders,
Director of the Child’s Park Y, hit
the ground running with this
endeavor. Excited to expose
children in the community to a
new experience, Figgs-Sanders
with the help from volunteers and
staff, organized for months,
preparing children to meet this
experience with success.
T h e S p el l i n g B ee was

From left to right - Janiece Simmons, Keidrick Bostick, Daniel Sanders, Lakita Timpson,
Kenijah Cunningham, Adrian White, Kendrick Gordon, Reinaldo Valdes, and Marcus Garrett.

organized to represent three tiers
or levels of competition. Each
level designated an age group
that was to compete. Level 1: 1st
and 2nd grade, Level 2: 3rd and

4th grade, and Level 3: 5th and
6th grade. At the start of the Bee,
Figgs-Sanders welcomed participants, families, friends and
guests and thanked everyone for

their support. She made mention
of how important opportunities

SPELLING
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Weekly Challenger Newspaper
Community Spotlight
We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

• Aknowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages —
be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real
foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
• The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the
reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

OPINION
Lessons Learned From The Ark
BYMARIAN WRIGHT
EDELMAN
NNPA COLUMNIST
As we ta ke stoc k of the
cur r e nt state of Ame rica ’s
children and the desperate need to change
direction for the future, some ancient wisdom can
give us a blueprint for setting sail and getting our
children to safe harbor. Everything our nation and
all of us need to know about life can be learned
from Noah’s Ark according to an anonymous
writer.
Lesson One: Don’t miss the boat. The United
States is going to miss the boat to lead and
compete in our globalizing world because we are
not preparing the majority of our children for the
future. The greatest threat to America’s national
security comes from no enemy without but from
our failure to invest in and educate all of our
nation’s children. Every 11 seconds of the school
day a child drops out. Amajority of children in all
racial and income groups and almost 80 percent
and more of black and Hispanic children in public
schools cannot read or do math at grade level in
fourth, eighth, or 12th grade—if they have not
already dropped out. Any nation that is failing to
prepare all of its children for productive work and
life needs to correct its course—now. And all of
us—parents, educators, community, religious and
political leaders—need to be part of the solution
and not part of the problem. God did not make two
classes of children. Every single child needs and
deserves a quality education.
Lesson Two: We are all in the same boat.
Many Americans may not like or think they have
any self interest in assuring a fair playing field for
other people’s children—especially poor and
minority children, but black, Hispanic and other
children of color will constitute a majority in
2019. Isn’t it better to have them supporting the
Social Security and Medicare systems and making
sure a productive workforce is in place, rather
than for us to be supporting them in costly ineffective prisons? Our states are spending three times
more on average per prisoner than per public
school student. I can’t think of a dumber investment policy. We need a paradigm change from
punishment to prevention and early intervention.
Lesson Three: Plan ahead. It wasn’t raining
when Noah built the Ark. Tomorrow is today and
children have only one childhood. They need
to be healthy now. They need quality early

childhood experiences now. They need first-rate
schools with first-rate teachers and stimulating
high quality out of school time programs now.
And they need to know that there is a good-paying
job after college in their future. We must resist our
quick fix, quarterly profit driven culture and
invest in the future.
Lesson Four: Don’t listen to the critics and
naysayers. Just get on with the job that needs to be
done to educate our children. If you don’t want to
be criticized, don’t say anything, do anything, or
be anything. Stand up and fight for children, all of
them.
Lesson Five: For safety’s sake, travel in pairs.
Better still, travel in groups able to make a ruckus
loud enough to be heard. We have got to stop
those who are rhetorically hijacking Dr. King’s
and America’s dream but subverting his call to
end the poverty, excessive militarism and
excessive individualism that’s killing the dreams
and hopes of millions of children. How can we
justify massive tax giveaways to the richest two
percent and continue tax loopholes for wealthy
corporations at a time when 15.5 million children
are languishing in poverty?
Lesson Six: Remember that the Ark was built
by amateurs; the Titanic by professionals. We
must all use our citizen power, and vote to wrest
our ship of state from that small group of experts
and powerful corporate leaders who recklessly
jeopardized all of our lives for personal gain. Use
your own power to make a difference.
Final Lesson: Build your future, build our
children’s future and our nation’s future on high
ground. Let’s leave our nation and world better
than we found it—more just, more hopeful, more
peaceful, more productive, and more unified.
This may be the first time in our history when our
children and grandchildren will be worse off than
their parents and grandparents. We must correct
course with urgency and do whatever is necessary
to get them to safe harbor.
We have pushed so many of our children into
the tumultuous sea of life in small and leaky boats
without survival gear and compass. I hope God
will forgive us and help our children to forgive us.
I hope we will work together with urgency to
build the transforming movement required to give
all of our children the anchors of faith and love,
the rudder of hope, the sails of health and
education, and the paddles of family and
community, to keep them safe and strong when
life’s sea gets rough.

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Saab 9.5

2010 Convertible
Saab up to $15,000.00
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Call Mike Hughes

Purchase at 0%
for 72 months

or up to $10,000.00 off
at 727-450-7446

Dimmitt Cadillac • 25191 U.S. Hwy. 19 • Clearwater, FL 33763

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Jerome Brown
Social Worker,Public Relations Manager,Ordained Minister
Originally from Lyons, GA,
Jerome Brown came to St.
Petersburg when he was only
three years old. His parents
moved to Florida to begin new
jobs, so he and his siblings
became residents of the Sunshine
City. Brown attended Pinellas
County Schools, including Gibbs
High School and Gibbs Junior
College. He completed his
studies at Tennessee State
University, from which he graduated in 1968 with
degrees in history and sociology. In 1967, Brown
was married to Jacquelyn Berrian, and they became
the parents of 2 sons. One son lives in St. Petersburg.
The other son, father of the Browns’only granddaughter, lives with his family in White Plains, NY.
Life after college was filled with work and workrelated activities. Although he has always enjoyed
doing things with his family, Brown was called a
workaholic by his sister, Pat, who lamented the fact
that his work often seemed to come first. Florida
Power Corporation was his employer for 7 years.
Then, he began working in social service programs
that demanded so much time and energy that he was
not always able to be involved with his own family
activities. Instead, he was often finishing a task for an
agency family and missing half of the activities
planned by his family. When it came to meeting the
needs of his clients, he found a way, a resource, a
person to get the needs met. When asked why he
worked so hard to help other people that way, Brown
said, “I am a licensed, ordained minister, and not all
ministries are done from the pulpit. My job put me in
a position to help people in many life-changing ways.
Although my family often waited for me before
starting celebrations or were nearly finished when I

finally got home, I believe that they
understood the importance of my
work. They were always supportive. They sometimes complained, but they were there for
me,” related Brown.
Brown retired from the Pinellas
County
Human
Services
Department 5 years ago. He had
worked for Pinellas County for 26
years. At his retirement, he was
serving as a community and public
relations manager. Instead of going to work for the
general public, Brown says that he now works for
Mrs. Brown. His work is that of completing her
“Honey-Do” job list. Outside of the house, he does
premarital counseling, general counseling, and some
ministerial tasks at Greater Mount Zion African
Methodist Episcopal Church. The Browns plan time
with his sisters and other family members, to make
up for the time they missed being with him when he
was working. “We missed going to games and
traveling together, but we are certainly enjoying that
now. Whether there is a Rays game or a Bucs game,
you can find us together,” said Brown.
Family reunions are also important to Brown.
“This year,” Brown noted, “We have had the
opportunity to attend two reunions in Georgia and
one reunion in Florida. In addition, we have visited
friends and family members in Jacksonville and
New York.” An auto accident resulted in some
physical problems which force Brown to move a
bit more slowly at times, but it has not dampened
his spirits or his enthusiasm for living and giving.
He still reaches out to others because he feels that
God has commanded him to do so. Now, however,
he takes the time to cherish his family and enjoy
each day.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Carrie Hepburn New Director For
Tampa Bay Healthcare Collaborative
BY NANETTE WISER
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
DUNEDIN - Public health
professional Carrie Hepburn
assumed the role as executive
director for the Tampa Bay
Healthcare Collaborative (TBHC),
replacing Cheri Wright-Jones.
Wright -Jones left to serve as the
Regional Vice President, Tampa
Bay for Allegany Franciscan
Ministries, Inc.
TBH C is the one-stop
entity for Tampa Bay to collaborate and advocate for the healthcare of underserved people and
connect them with resources.
Collaborating organizations have
growth opportunities through
regular networking, capacity
building training, and information on funding opportunities.
Carrie Hepburn, a Florida A
& M University graduate, holds
an undergraduate degree in
Chemistry/Molecular Biology as
well as a Masters in
Environmental Sciences.
Hepburn has been a TBHC
member (Cultural Competency
Committee Member & Co-Chair,
Board of Directors Member and
President) for six years and has
more than ten years of healthcare
experience working with women,
children and families in the
Tampa Bay area.
A r es ident of Dunedin,
Hepburn has worked to reduce
infant mortality, increase access
to healthcare services; advocated

for increased funding to support
school health services; initiated a
countywide program to screen
vision and hearing of young
children; coordinated a countywide coalition to reduce teen
pregnancy; and implemented a
peer education program.
In her most recent role as the
Project Director for a federallyfunded Healthy Start Project,
Hepburn worked to increase
community awareness of perinatal health disparities between
white and black infants, implemented innovative strategies to
improve birth outcomes and
worked with community partners
to address the social determinants
of health.
“I look forward to continuing
the work of the Tampa Bay
Hea lthc are C o l l ab o rat i v e
through expanding partnerships,
maximizing resources, and
increasing community awareness
– with an ultimate goal of
improving the health of the
community, particularly those
who are uninsured and underserved“ says Hepburn.
“Carrie has been involved at
every level of the collaborative
and her extensive knowledge of
non-profit healthcare makes
TBHC, a real asset to our
partners. We were very pleased to
retain her services in this
capacity,” says Greg Crist, Board
of Director for TBHC.
Carrie currently serves on the
board for a community freeclinic and has worked as a

business consultant for
Accenture, a worldwide management and consulting firm. Ms.
Hepburn has also advocated and
addressed health-related issues
on the local, state and national
level. She is a member of the
Juvenile Welfare Board Children
Service’s Council Community
Council and PACT (People
Advocating Change). She has
served locally as a grant reviewer
for Pinellas County and nationally for the Department of
Education.
The Tampa Bay Healthcare
Collaborative is designed to
promote health, wellness, and
safety of individuals in the
Pinellas and Hillsborough communities by coordinating existing
res o u rces an d p ro m o t i n g
increased access to healthcare.
The Collaborative works with
member community agencies to
build capacity, share resources
and seek funding for projects
identified to meet unmet critical
community needs. The Tampa
Bay Healthcare Collaborative is a
membership-based organization
co n s i s t i n g o f co m m u n i t y
ag en ci es an d i n d i v i d u al s
concerned and impacted by the
gaps and limitations of the
current healthcare system.
Members include healthcare
providers, domestic violence
centers, free clinics, homeless
shelters, and social service
agencies working to assist those
who cannot effectively access
health services. Currently, there

PUBLIC NOTICE
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 4 - Water Protection Division - Pollution Control and Implementation Branch
Atlanta Federal Center, 61 Forsyth Street, S.W., Atlanta, Georgia 30303 • (404) 562-9731
Public Notice No. 11FL00001

Date: July 28, 2011

NOTICE OF PROPOSED INITIAL ISSUANCE OF A
NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM PERMIT
The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 4 intends to reissue the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) general permit for the proposed Port Dolphin Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) Deepwater Port. Port
Dolphin Energy LLC, 400 North Tampa Street, Suite 1050, Tampa, Florida 33602, proposes to construct, own and operate an LNG
receiving and regasification facility in the Gulf of Mexico approximately 28 miles offshore from Manatee County, Florida. The proposed port would consist of two submerged-buoy mooring points to dock two vessels concurrently while allowing them to be
unloaded sequentially. Vaporization of the LNG would occur aboard specially designed shuttle and regasification vessels by means of
a closed-loop Shell and Tube Vaporization system. Flexible gas pipeline risers from each bottom mooring would connect to the
docked vessels. The gas would flow into new pipeline along the seabed extending approximately two miles from each mooring to a
common junction and then into a 46-mile pipeline to a connection on the shore, four miles east of Port Manatee. The proposed peak
regasification capacity would be 1.2 billion standard cubic feet of gas per day. Process water discharges from outfall numbers 001a,
001b, 002a, 002b, 006, 007, 008 and 009, will discharge directly into the Gulf of Mexico in federal jurisdiction waters within the following St. Petersburg blocks of the Outer Continental Shelf: PB-545, PB-546, PB-589 and PB-590.
The proposed NPDES permit establishes limitations on the amounts of pollutants allowed to be discharged and was drafted in
accordance with the provisions of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. Section 1251, et seq.) (“Act”) and other lawful standards and regulations. The proposed permit is tentative and open to comment from the public.
Two companion documents were prepared for the proposed individual permit. The Ocean Discharge Criteria Evaluation
Document (Clean Water Act Section 403 Determination) is a technical support document which specifically addresses ten factors for
determining unreasonable degradation in the coverage area. The permit fact sheet contains detailed information regarding the development of the permit limits and conditions.
The public comment period will end on August 28, 2011, or 30 days from the publication date of this notice, whichever is later.
Persons wishing to comment upon or object to any aspects of a draft permit are invited to submit same in writing to the, Water
Protection Division, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Atlanta Federal Center, Municipal and Industrial NPDES Section, 61
Forsyth Street, S.W., Atlanta, Georgia 30303, ATTENTION: Ms. Barbara Walton, NPDES Public Notice Coordinator. Pursuant to 40
CFR § 124.13, any person who believes that any permit condition is inappropriate must raise all reasonably ascertainable issues and
submit all reasonably available arguments in full, supporting his or her position, by the close of the comment period. The public
notice number and NPDES permit number should be included in the first page of comments.
All comments received within the public comment period will be considered in the formulation of a final determination regarding
the proposed permit.
After consideration of all written comments and the requirements and polices in the Act and appropriate regulations, the EPA
Regional Administrator will make a determination regarding the permit issuance. If the determination is substantially unchanged
from that announced by this notice, the EPA Regional Administrator will so notify all persons submitting written comments. If the
determination is substantially unchanged, the EPA Regional Administrator will issue a public notice indicating the revised determination. Request(s) for an evidentiary hearing may be filed after the Regional Administrator makes the above-described determination.
No issues shall be raised by any party that were not submitted to the administrative record as part of the preparation of and comment on the draft permit, unless good cause is shown for the failure to submit them in accordance with 40 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) § 124.76. Additional information regarding an evidentiary hearing is available in 40 CFR § 124, Subpart E, or by
contacting the Office of General Counsel at the address above or at (404) 562- 9525.
The administrative record, including the proposed permit, fact sheet, and Ocean Discharge Criteria Evaluation document, a
sketch showing the exact location of the permit area, comments received, and additional information on hearing procedures is available at cost by writing to the EPA at the address above, or for review and copying at Atlanta Federal Center, 61 Forsyth Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia, between the hours of 8:15 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. Copies will be provided at a minimal cost
per page.
Please bring the foregoing to the attention of persons whom you know will be interested in this matter. If you would like to be
added to our public notice mailing list, submit your name and mailing address to the EPA, at the address given above.

Carrie Hepburn

are nearly 100 members.
Other Collaborative objectives include:
- Implement activities that
increase options for marginalized
and disenfranchised populations
in the Tampa Bay area.
- Remove social, racial,
economic, and systemic barriers
to healthcare services for the
uninsured and underserved.
- Strengthen the safety net
serving poor, marginalized and
disenfranchised populations.
- Expand resources to meet
the immediate needs of those
who have no other healthcare
options.
For more information or to
volunteer, visit the website at
www.tampabayhealth.org or
contact TBHC at 727-812-4952.
Ta m p a B a y H e a l t h c a r e
Collaborative (TBHC) is a
501(c) 3 non-profit organization
recognized by the Florida
Department of Agriculture as a
charitable organization.

SPELLING

continued from front page
like this are for children and
how during the summer it’s
especially important to keep
children’s minds fresh and
invigorated.
The program continued
with an invocation led by
Spelling Bee Judge and Former
Councilmember Rene Flowers
who also reiterated the importance of programs that keep
students actively involved and
engaged
throughout
the
summer. The emcees for the
Bee, Dianne Speights and
Khana Riley, were then introduced and the Bee commenced.
The judges were introduced along with each of their
duties for the Bee. Judge # 1
was Michael Batatio, whose
duty was time keeper. Judge #
2 was Principal Cooper
Dawson of Fairmount Park
Elementary, whose duty was
determining if a word was
spelled correctly and Judge #
3 was Former Councilmember
Rene Flowers, who kept track
of the contestants.
Each round began with the
rules being read for everyone’s
hearing and continued with
each child standing front and
center to receive their word to
spell. As each round progressed, it was clear that the
stakes were high as the tension
rose with the last round of contestants going head to head.
Both contestants got a word

wrong, but according to contest
rules, both contestants had to
continue until they recited a
word correctly. The room was
silent as the crowd held their
breath to see who was
announced as the winner.
As each contestant was
eliminated from the round, the
audience gave a thunderous
applause to congratulate each
contestant for the effort and
resilience. There was also
however, an even more rousing
applause for the winners left
standing at the end of every
round. The winners from Level
1: 1st place winner: Kendrick
Gordon, 2nd place winner:
Reinaldo Valdes and the 3rd
place winner: Marcus Garrett.
From Level 2: 1st place winner:
Janiece Simmons, 2nd place
winner: Keidrick Bostick and
3rd place winner: Daniel
Sanders. From the 3rd Level:
1st place winner: Lakita
Timpson, 2nd place winner:
Kenijah Cunningham and 3rd
place winner: Adrian White.
Each contestant received a
medallion for their participation
and was encouraged to stay
engaged and actively learn
d u r i n g t h e s u m m e r. A
geography and math bee lies
ahead and all participants were
encouraged to prepare and
compete. This was truly a job
well done for the Child’s Park
Y, The St. Petersburg Public
Library System and children
and families of the Tampa Bay
community.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tampa Bay
CALENDAR
HELLO
OF EVENTS

SPECIAL FEATURE STORIES FROM THE TAMPA BAYAREA • BY ERSULA ODOM

Laughter Brought To Tampa Bay
TAMPA – According to business owner, Too Smooth,
Tampa has long been described as one of America’s Greatest
Cities. While it may have been on the up-and-coming list of
places to be, it was sorely missing adult entertainment. Not
anymore.
On the July 8th-10th “Too Smooth” presented Laughter in
your City. Laughter in your city was held at Crabby Q’s (St
Petersburg), Ramada Inn (Lakeland) and The Blue Shark
(Tampa). The event brought some of the hottest comedian from
BET’s Comic View as well as local acts. BET Comic headlines
were K-Dubb, Terry Harry, and Jersey. This was an event that

promotion, advertising and
negotiating. Coupled with his
honesty, integrity, dedication,
determination and faith, this
enterprising young man has
accomplished his goal. He has
been responsible for bringing
several popular comedians to
the Tampa Bay area.
Too Smooth decided to use
comedy as his vein because
comedy is a resolution for
stress relief. Laughter is an
inexpensive way of healing the
mind, body and soul. A father
BET Comic “Jersey”
of two, he was looking for a
venue that was both “familyoriented and wholesome”, he said. Now, with promotions
serving as his primary objective, Too Smooth hopes to expand
the boundaries of his horizons. He feels that the formula to
success is hard work, determination and a genuine belief in
your dreams. However, he also feels that no formula for success
can be complete without the magic ingredient of faith. For additional information visit www.toosmoothent.com.

Sandy Washington and Too Smooth

addressed a community need and furthered a dream come true
for a well-known Tampa Bay business owner.
According to official information, a Tampa native observed
the lack of live entertainment in a market ripe for change and
decided to do something about it. He created a stage name of
“Too Smooth” for himself and set about the business of
learning the entertainment industry. He visited several cities,
researched the market, and made inroads to opening a channel
for change in Tampa. Too Smooth already possessed the talents
needed to make his idea viable and set about bringing all of his
skills, talent and knowledge under one umbrella.
Those qualities have been honed in the areas of marketing,

REUNIONS

continued from front page
Robert, from Missouri. The oldest relatives were
Otis Douglas at 91, his younger sister, Lessie
Crawford, his cousin, Leona Davis, and a couple
of other cousins who are in their middle 80’s.
Douglas and Crawford reside in Bainbridge and
Davis is from Chicago, IL. Other relatives
traveled from various cities in Florida and
Georgia, Alabama, North Carolina, Virginia,
DC, New Jersey, New York, and Michigan.
The Friday night activities included food
and fun. The buffet tables were laden with
tossed salads, pasta salads, potato salad, corn on
the cob, baked beans, string beans, chicken,
barbequed ribs, and fish. Following the meal
were games for all to enjoy. Once the group
played group games that gave almost every table
the opportunity to win a prize or two, the group
split into separate rooms for adult games and
children’s games. The adults played board
games while some of the children’s games
allowed more physical movement.
Saturday’s entertainment for the children
included a visit to the Water World theme park in
Dothan, AL. Adults shopped and caught up on
family information. The highlights of the whole
reunion, however, were the history lessons given
by cousins, Dr. Hassan Kalim and Robert
Wilson. Kalim, an author, historian, anthropologist, philosopher and college instructor, travels
the world teaching martial arts and presenting
history lectures. Wilson, who earned his
bachelor’s degree in political science, was a
teacher for a few years, but he became a builder
when he realized that he liked both occupations,
but there was a great difference in salaries. He
has built structures throughout Florida, Georgia,
Virginia, and Washington, D.C. Their philosophy is, “Knowledge of one’s own history is
essential for success, for knowledge is power.
Do not lose it or give it away.”
“We’ve Come This Far by Faith” was the
reunion theme. The speaker for the family
banquet on Saturday night was Bishop Titus
Dees, Sr., the pastor of the First Born Church of
God, which is considered the family church. He
was introduced by his wife, Mrs. Joanna Dees.
Family members who play musical instruments
formed a reunion band that played throughout
the banquet. Sadonna Bobb conducted the

Courtesy of

Saturday, July 30 - 2-1-1 Resource Expo, 10 a.m. - 2
p.m., Childs Park YMCA, 691 43rd St. S., St. Petersburg.
Come out and meet with your local community organizations and find out about programs and services available
to you and your family! Legal Assistance Programs Florida KidCare - Pinellas Co. Human Services Counseling
Programs - Family Programs - All Free! There will be prize
drawing and agency giveaways, too!
Saturday, August 6 - North Greenwood Back to
S c h o o l / We l l n e s s F e s t , 8 a . m . - 1 : 3 0 p . m . N o r t h
Greenwood Aquatic and Recreation Complex, 900 N. MLK
Ave., Clearwater. Over 100 volunteers inclusive of local
doctors, nurses and community stakeholders. More than
1,000 backpacks filled with school supplies are distributed. Over two dozen non profits collaborate to provide
free wellness exams, entertainment, lunches, family food
bags, back packs and school supplies. In addition, vendor
tables are manned by organizations that focus on the
North Greenwood community.

Fasha and Comedian Akeem

Memorial service, which paid tribute to family
members who have passed away since the
reunions began 30 years ago. It was a very
touching ceremony. Other program participants
included Elder Earl Germany, who gave the
invocation and blessed the food; Luther Conyers
with the welcome; the tribute to senior family
members by Tynese King and Samantha
Crawford; Special presentations by Cynthia
Bobb and Robin King; and family reunion songs
led by Ruby Douglas Peterson. Cynthia Douglas
served as the mistress of ceremonies. Dexter
Fain, from Ft. Lauderdale, FL attended the
reunion for the first time and brought his sister
and her family also. They filled two tables and
won the prize for the family with the largest
number in attendance.
Cousins Josephine Jackson and Lessie
Crawford spent the past year making two quilts
to auction off at this year’s reunion. Totally hand
made with delicate stitches and elaborate
patterns, these quilts were works of art and skill
matched by few handcrafters and quilters today.
According to the cousins, the skills exhibited in
the making of these quilts were learned at the
knees of their mothers. “Every girl was taught to
sew and cook and clean when I was growing
up,” explained Cousin Lessie, “And all of my
children learned to do those things too,” she
added. One quilt was won by Willie Douglas of
Savannah, GA. The second quilt was won by
Mary Alice Smart of Bainbridge, GA.
The family attended Sunday morning
services at the Greater Macedonia Missionary
Baptist Church, where the Rev. Eric Dale
Collins is the pastor. The sermon was inspiring
and the music by the choir was spiritually
uplifting. It was a very good way to end the
reunion. After the church service, lunch was
served in the fellowship hall. Many family
members took pictures, had last minute chats,
and then rushed to catch planes or to get started
on the road to return home.
All family members received the Martin
Family Cook Book. New recipes for low-fat
and diabetic dishes were added by Gunzella
Crawford. Gunzella and her brother, Nathaniel
Crawford, were the caterers for all group meal
functions. Reunion chairpersons were Tynese
Bobb King, her brother Vernon Bobb, and
Gunzella Crawford. The 2013 reunion will be
held in North Carolina.

Akins/Aikens/Leeks Family
Reunion
BY EMMACAVIN
TAMPA - The 23rd annual reunion of the
Akins/Aikens/Leeks family began on Thursday
with a mix and mingle activity. They are all the
descendants of Abraham Akins, son of a
Cherokee mother and a freedman, who moved to
Georgia with his father’s people rather than
westward with his mother’s kin. He married and
became the father of two boys, Charles and
Russell. The senior members of this reunion
family know these two boys as the men who
became their grandfathers. From California to
upstate New York, from Michigan to Texas, and
from New Jersey to Virginia, through the
Carolinas, Georgia, down into Miami, FL, they
came together July 14.
Friday’s activities gave everyone time to
visit entertainment parks, go shopping, go sightseeing, or just relax and soak up Florida’s
sunshine. The biggest event was to come on
Friday night in the form of the banquet. The photographer arrived at 6 p.m.and snapped photos as
family members entered the ballroom at the
Hilton Hotel on North Lois Avenue. Now close
to 97, Uncle John Houston still has his sense of
humor, his pleasant personality, and his exuberance for life. Each year, he playfully bemoans
the fact that there are so many beautiful ladies
surrounding him and he is related to every one of
them. He basks in the attention of sisters, nieces,
cousins, and grandchildren. “I am thankful to be
here,” said Uncle John. Just a few years younger
at 93, Aunt Juanita, who lives in Sanford, glided
into the room. There is no denying that she is still
the blueprint of perfection for all of her nieces, a
very beautiful and proper Southern lady.
Another special part of the reunion was the
raising of the quilt, now an annual event. Four
years ago, New Jersey sisters, Dolores Edwards
Massey and Betty Edwards Jewell decided to
emulate their mother and learn to quilt. This
year’s reunion quilt featured squares with notes

REUNIONS

continued on page 12

CLASSIFIED
BUY OR SELL YOUR HOUSE TODAY! Low/No Dwn we qual you!
Free list! 727-410-7870 bestrealestatestore.com
HELP WANTED AT THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER - Sales
Associates. Call the office at 727-896-2922 for more information

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Caring
for the

Soul

BY VIKKI T. GASKIN-BUTLER, M.DIV., PH.D.
Some time ago I came to the realization that
G o d is bigger tha n ga te ke epers. Eve ry
community has gatekeepers. Gatekeepers are the
people who seem to determine who is “in” and
who is “out” . . . who will be allowed to do
certain things and who will not.
I strongly believe one’s destiny cannot be
bolstered or hindered by gatekeepers who appear
to be powerful. When one’s life is ordered by
God, gatekeepers have no power. Gatekeepers
are only placed in our lives to guide us in the
direction God ordains.
What would happen if we told our children
that there seem to be many gatekeepers in their
lives, and God is bigger than all of them? When
the question of the achievement gap looms over
their heads, we can tell them that God is bigger
than the gatekeepers who believe test scores
determine their level of achievement. We can tell
them the ultimate gatekeeper is bigger than any
test or challenge they will face. Their challenge is

to believe in something greater than themselves,
knowing they can succeed against all odds.
Their ancestors, friends, and family members
are a testament to the success of our community.
Our ancestors survived, and some even thrived,
in a system of slavery supported by many gatekeepers. They learned how to move forward with
their own destinies and supported the destinies of
others because they knew their God was bigger
than gatekeepers. Many members of our
community succeed today in spite of obstacles
thrown at them daily. They have faith that
sustains them and enables them to deal with the
stumbling blocks placed in their paths.
As the summer continues, encourage others,
especially our children, to consider the possibility that God really is bigger than gatekeepers.
Encourage them to ponder whether our destiny,
as individuals and as a community, is determined
by God alone. The soul of our community deeply
needs an anchor that is bigger than gatekeepers.

Tampa Museum Of Art Offers
Free Admission To Students
TAMPA – The Tampa
Museum of Art in partnership
with AT & T is pleased to offer
free admission to all college and
university students during the
museum’s summer exhibition,
Syntax: Text and Symbols for a
New Generation, Selections
from the Hadley Martin Fisher
Collection, on view through
September 25.
Executive Director Todd D.
Smith remarked, “This initiative
with the generous support of

AT&T will provide free access
to the museum and the arts. We
hope this opportunity serves as
a catalyst to attract new
audience s fro m o u r l o cal
college and university
campuses. We are delighted to
have AT&T as the presenting
sponsor of this endeavor.”
“As a long-time supporter
of educational initiatives, we
know the art s are a k ey
component of a well-rounded
education,” said Andrew Hall,

area manager-External Affairs,
AT&T. “Our commitment to
innovation and desire to connect
people to their passions is a
perfect match with an organization that fosters the appreciation
of art and provides experiences
which knit our communities
together. We commend the
Tampa Museum of Art Museum
for creating opportunities for
area students to have access to
one of Tampa’s premier cultural
exhibits.”

WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
FREE * HOME * ENERGY * REPAIRS
The Pinellas County Urban League is offering Weatherization
Services to qualifying low income homeowners residing in
Pinellas County. Weatherization Services Can Lower Your
Monthly Home Electric Bill by 20 to 30 percent.
Installed Measures
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Sealing around doors and Windows
Attic Insulation (R30)
Solar Window Screens or Film
Smart Thermostats
CFL Lighting
Seal and Insulate Duct System
Energy Star Refrigerator
Repair or Install New HVAC System
Replace Water Heater

Complete Diagnostic Testing of Home

Income Cannot Exceed
Size of Family Unit
Max Income
1 . . . . . . . . . . . .$21,780.00
2 . . . . . . . . . . . .$29,420.00
3 . . . . . . . . . . . .$37,060.00
4 . . . . . . . . . . . .$44,700.00
5 . . . . . . . . . . . .$52,340.00
6 . . . . . . . . . . . .$67,620.00
Each additional member add: $7,640
2011 Poverty Income Guidelines
increased by 200%

This Program is Funded by the Department of Energy – ARRA Stimulus 2010

- - - Applications Are Available - - Visit the Pinellas County Urban League at 333-31st
Street North, St. Petersburg or call (727) 321-5149 to
have an application sent to your address.
These Services Are Completely Free of Charge

Time is Running Out – Get Your Application

Today!!

Florida
Department of
Community
Affairs

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: blackinventor.com

Valeria Thomas
As a child, Valerie Thomas
became fascinated with the
m y s t e r i e s o f t e c h n o l o g y,
tinkering with electronics with
her father and reading books on
electronics written for adolescent boys. The likelihood of her
enjoying a career in science
seemed bleak, as her all-girls
high school did not push her to
take advanced science or math
classes or encourage her in that
direction. Nonetheless, her
curiosity was piqued and upon
her graduation from high
school, she set out on the path
to become a scientist.
Thomas enrolled at Morgan
State University and performed
exceedingly well as a student,
graduating with a degree in
physics (one of only two
women in her class to do so).
She accepted a position with
the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA),
serving as a date analyst. After
establishing herself within the
agency, she was asked to
manage the “Landsat” project,
an image processing system
that would allow a satellite to
transmit images from space.
In 1976 Thomas attended a
scientific seminar where she
viewed an exhibit demonstrating an illusion. The exhibit
used concave mirrors to fool
the viewer into believing that a
light bulb was glowing even
after it had been unscrewed
from its socket. Thomas was
fascinated by what she saw, and
imagined the commercial
opportunities for creating
illusions in this manner.She
began experimenting with flat
mirrors and concave mirrors.
Flat mirrors, of course, provide

a reflection of an object which
appears to lie behind the glass
surface. A concave mirror, on
the other hand, presents a
reflection that appears to exist
in front of the glass, thereby
providing the illusion that they
exist in a three-dimensional
manner. Thomas believed that
images, presented in this way
could provide a more accurate,
if not more interesting, manner
of representing video data. She
not only viewed the process as
a potential breakthrough for
commercial television, but also
as scientific tool for NASA and
its image delivery system.
On December 28, 1978,
Thomas applied for a patent for
her process and it was issued,
October 21, 1980. In the
description of her patent, the
process is explained. “Optical
illusions may be produced by
parabolic mirrors wherein such
images produced thereby are
possessed with three dimensional attributes. The optical
effect may be explained by the
fact that the human eyes see an
object from two viewpoints
separated laterally by about six
centimeters. The two views
show slightly different spatial
relationships between near and
near distant objects and the
visual process fuses these
stereoscopic views to a single
three dimensional impression.
The same parallax view of an
object may be experienced
upon reflection of an object
seen from a concave mirror.”
The Illusion Transmitter would
thus enable the users to render
three-dimensional illusions in
real-time.
Valerie Thomas continued
working for NASA until 1995
when she retired. In addition to

her work with the Illusion
Transmitter, she designed
programs to research Halley’s
Comet and ozone holes. She
received numerous awards for
her service, including the
GSFC Award of Merit and the
NASA Equal Opportunity
Medal. In her career, she
showed that the magic of fascination can often lead to
concrete scientific applications
for real-world problemsolving.

Miriam E. Benjamin
Miriam E. Benjamin was a
school teacher living in
Washington D.C. In 1888, Ms.
Benjamin received a patent for
an invention she called a Gong
and Signal Chair for Hotels.
Her chair, as she stated in her
patent application would
“reduce the expenses of hotels
by decreasing the number of
waiters and attendants, to add
to the convenience and comfort
of guests and to obviate the
necessity of hand clapping or
calling aloud to obtain the
services of pages.”
The system worked by
pressing a small button on the
back of a chair which would
relay a signal to a waiting
attendant. At the same time a
light would illuminate on the
chair allowing the attendant to
see which guest was in need of
assistance. The system was
adopted and installed within the
United States House of
Representatives and was the
predecessor of the methods
used today on airplanes to
signal stewardesses. Benjamin
was the second black woman to
receive a patent.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Rev. Al Sharpton,
A Guest Anchor On MSNBC,
Being Eyed As Permanent Host
WBTT’s Soul Crooners A Knockout!
The performance date on the Playbill reads
July 12 - 24 which means by the time you’re
reading this article the Soul Crooners musical
will be history. What a shame you missed this
outstanding show. Let me tell you something
… I’ve seen many a musical performance in
my day going all the way back to Golden Boy
starring Sammy Davis, Jr. and Lola Falana, but
never have I been so moved as I was while
watching Soul Crooners. Perhaps, it was
because I recognized every one of the more
than 40 tunes that were sung or maybe because
I knew the words to at least half of the tunes,
and the other half I could fake.
The musical accompaniment for the
talented all-male ensemble sounded exactly
like the original records. The orchestration was
flawless, simply superb. As soon as the first
one or two notes were heard, you knew what
the song was going to be. Tunes featured were
songs that we’ve heard sung before by R&B
groups such as the Stylistics, the Commodores,
the O’Jays, Smokey Robinson, Stevie Wonder,
Earth, Wind & Fire, Harold Melvin and the
Blue Notes, the Temptations, the Chi Lites, and
many more.
As for the vocals, Nate Jacobs, founder,
Artistic Director and the one who conceived
and adapted the show was, as usual, outstanding with his vocals, especially on “Signed,
Sealed, Delivered I’m Yours” and the popular
Jackson Five’s, “Got To Be There.” Leon Pitts
turned the joint out with his rendition of the
Temptations hit tune, “Ain’t Too Proud To
Beg.” And, Pitts jumped all over James
Brown’s “Get On The Good Foot.” Charles
Manning was nobody’s slouch when he raised
the roof on “Papa Was A Rolling Stone.”
Manning also delivered an emotional touch
with James Brown’s famous “It’s AMan’s
World.” Young Mikeyy Mendez sang his
touching rendition of Chi Lites tune, “Ooh
Child (Things Are Going to Get Easier),” in
addition to the Jackson Five hit tune, “ABC.”
Blues singer Al Green was well represented by

Sheldon Roden singing “I’m So Tired of Being
Alone,” as well as the Delfonics pop tune
“Ready Or Not Here I Come.” Roden also
wowed the audience with his singing of
Marvin Gaye hits, “What’s Going On” and
“Let’s Get It On.”
Needless to say, the audience really
enjoyed themselves and demonstrated their
enjoyment by participating in the evening
entertainment by dancing with the vocalists. In
fact, there was even a “big boss line” at one
time during the evening. Agreat time was had
by all.
It’s been seven years that I’ve been
following the West Coast Black Theatre
Troupe (WBTT), and enjoying the unique
opportunity of watching them grow. They’re
really just a group of young, talented, black
and beautiful kids having fun doing what they
love to do and doing it well. You couldn’t ask
for more. I shared my recent experience with
my neighbor next door and have promised that
I would include them when I travel to Sarasota
to see the next show “Dynamic Duets of the
70s.” This is a show that promises to be
another trip down memory lane, however, this
time there will be eight vocalists singing songs
made popular by Ashford & Simpson, Peabo
Bryson and Roberta Flack, Marilyn McCoo
and Billy Davis, Jr. and many more. I can’t
wait.
This final show of the summer will run
from Aug. 16 - 28. Tickets are on sale now and
may be purchased on the website
www.wbttroupe.org or by calling 941-3661505.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com or
email me at jazzjamm@aol.com. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm,
c/o The Weekly Challenger, 2500 MLKing St.
S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, Inc.

Presents

Jazz at the Vinoy
Plaza Ballroom
CHIP SHELTON
& Tom Hamilton Trio
“Have Flute Will Travel”

C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance
LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death,how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

NEWYORK CITY(TriceEdneyWire.com) - The
New York Times reported today
that sources at MSNBC say the
Rev. Al Sharpton is on the verge
of being the network permanent
anchor at 6 p.m. after three
weeks of sitting in for host Cenk
Uygur. The hiring of the
prominent civil rights activist
might be a plus for MSNBC,
which has been criticized
recently, along with CNN, for
not having enough people of

color in roles in front of and
behind the camera.
Since the departure in
January of Keith Olbermann,
MSNBC's highest ratingsearner, there have been no
obvious replacements for the
network. It brought in Uygur,
who has a following of reportedly millions for his Internetbased show, “The Young
Turks.” When Uygur turned
down the network's contract
offer, Sharpton was offered the
guest spot.
Already heard weekdays on
his nationally syndicated radio
show, “Keepin' It Real,”

Rev. Al Sharpton

Sharpton had the ability to
direct his listeners to tune to
MSNBC, which apparently they
did in impressive numbers.
However, a spokesperson has
said that there have been no
formal
discussions
with
network executives about a
permanent position.

How To Throw A Great BBQ
(STATEPOINT) - Warmer
weather means it’s time to take
the party outdoors. But don’t
settle for simply doling out
burgers and dogs on a paper
plate.
Unique party themes and
dishes can help you wow your
guests from the comfort of your
back porch.
Here are some ideas to
co n s i d e r b e f o r e y o u r n e x t
barbeque:
Pick a Theme:
Aparty without a theme is
like a song without a rhythm. It
provides the beat of the party
and informs all creative
decision making, from food to
music to decoration.
No matter where you live,
co n s i d e r a s u m m e r b e a c h
theme, encouraging guests to
wear bikinis and board shorts.
Other great themes include a
Hawaiian luau, a Texas BBQ or
a southern hoedown. These
grill-friendly party options are a
perfect way to celebrate the
season.
Go Beyond Burgers:
All too often, hosts confine

their barbeque to burgers with
little flavor on a tasteless bun.
“Grilling is not simply a
matter of tossing food over
fire,” says Andrew Schloss, coauthor with David Joachim of
“Fire It Up: More Than
400 Recipes for Grilling
Everything.” Schloss and
Joachim say you can go beyond
the burger by grilling just about
anything, from duck to dessert.
They also say you should be
flexible with flavor and
advocate innovative recipes for
sprucing up your brisket with
espresso or turkey with a smoky
coconut rub. It’s all about trying
new flavors and dishes to create
a unique barbeque experience.
Entertain:
You’ve got the food and
decorations covered, but you’re
not done yet.
Be sure to set up speakers in
your backyard so guests aren’t
straining to hear tinny beats
from your laptop. And if your
friends are the type to engage in
a loud dance party, always warn
the neighbors.
Lawn games are also a fun

addition to a summer shindig.
Badminton, whiffle ball and
bocce ball are easy to set up and
sure to be crowd pleasers. For
those less athletically minded, a
card game is a fun follow up to
dinner.
Keep It Safe:
Grilling can be dangerous if
you aren’t careful. Keep it safe
by grilling outdoors, away from
children and pets. Use clean,
undamaged equipment. And
while nothing goes better with a
BBQ than beer, the grill master
should avoid impairing his or
her reflexes and judgment.
“If your grill catches fire,
turn off your grill and gas
supply,” says Joachim. “If the
fire is anywhere near the fuel
source (propane or natural gas),
evacuate the area and call the
fire department.”
For more grilling tips and
recipes, check out the new “Fire
It Up” cookbook or visit
www.davejoachim.com.
With a little creativity, you
can turn a good party great in
your own backyard.
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Friday, July 29, 2011 • 8:00 PM Start-Time
Renaissance Vinoy Resort &Golf Club,501 Fifth Ave.NE,St.Petersburg,FL
ADMISSION: $22
Tickets Available at the Door or Online at PayPal www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
Additional Information:727-866-1844

COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:

SPECIALTO THE TRICE
EDNEYNEWS WIRE FROM
TARGET MARKET NEWS

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

21 49 33
CA$H 3

579
256
183
DOG DAYS

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALLGOSPEL, ALLTHETIME

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure,you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs,contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591

2-1 6-4
3-8 1-7
5-6 7-2

Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
O’Hair Wins Canadian Open
On 1st Playoff Hole

Sean O’Hair

VA N C O U V E R , B r i t i s h
Columbia (AP) - Sean O’Hair won
the RBC Canadian Open after
tapping in for bogey on the first
playoff hole on Sunday, and then
watching fellow American Kris
Blanks lip out his bogey putt from
just over 5 feet.
It was the fourth PGA Tour win
for O’Hair, but his first time in the
top 15 during a season that had seen
him miss 10 of 17 cuts coming into
this event, and already fire a couple
of Canadians, swing coach Sean
Foley, who also now works with
Tiger Woods, and caddy Brennan
Little.
The 29-year-old O’Hair started
the day three shots behind leader Bo
Van Pelt before shooting 68 to get

into the playoff with Blanks (70) at
4-under 276.
``There is not one second I’m
not feeling like I’m going to just
puke,’’ said O’Hair, whose
$936,000 winning share was almost
triple his season earnings coming
into the week, and vaulted him up
104 places in the FedEx Cup playoff
standings to 43rd with five weeks
left in the race. ``I’m sorry he
missed the put but the fact I won
knowing he missed it was just overwhelming.’’
It was the second-highest
winning total on the PGA Tour this
season, and the first non-major
without a bogey-free round since
2008. Only eight players finished
under par on the tree-lined
Shaugnessy Golf and Country Club,
so it was perhaps fitting that the
$5.2-million tournament was won
with a bogey.
Playing the 472-yard, par-4 18th
again, O’Hair and Blanks both
drove it into the thick rough that
many compared unfavorably to the
U.S. Open and made the week so
tough.
O’Hair’s second shot came up
short, but in the fairway, while
Blanks ended up in a greenside
bunker. He’d gotten up and down

from the same spot on his final hole
with a 10-foot putt to join the
playoff, but couldn t keep it on the
green the second time.
After O’Hair two-putted from
21 feet, Blanks chipped it past the
hole and, putting on the same line as
his last hole, lipped out his putt.
``I’m still a little (ticked),’’
Blanks said despite doubling his
winnings this season with $561,600,
and jumping from 116 to 54th in the
FedEx Cup standings. ``The more I
think about it, the more I’ll probably
get upset at the shots I gave away.’’
Argentina’s Andres Romero, 4over through nine holes, made five
birdies in his next seven, including a
15-foot putt for his third in a row on
No. 16 to tie for the lead. But he
missed a 22-foot par putt on No. 18
that would have put him in the
playoffs after leaving his bunker
shot well short, finishing with an
even-par 70 in the final round and
alone in third place at 277.
Canadian Adam Hadwin, a local
playing on a sponsor’s exemption,
struggled early before bouncing
back late to finish with a 72 and tied
with Australian Geoff Ogilvy (70)
for fourth at 2-under. Hadwin, in his
second year on the third-tier
Canadian Tour, was 5-over for the

day after a four-putt double bogey
on the par-3 8th and another bogey
on the tough par-4 11th, but birdied
his next three holes to earn another
PGA Tour start next week at the
Greenbrier Classic.
John Daly shot 72 to finish in a
four-way tie for ninth at 280 his first
top-10 in six years with current
Masters champion Charl
Schwartzel, amateur sensation
Patrick Cantley, and Spencer Levin,
who all closed with 69s.
Daly was taking a lot of
positives from his performance.
``A ton,’’ Daly said. ``In the
past I would have shot an 80 or 82
today.’’
Ernie Els had the best round of
day, a 66 that vaulted him into a tie
for 17th in a group that also
included world No. 1 Luke Donald
(67). Els’ best finish since March
moved him to 131 in the FedEx
Cup standings, while Donald
moved up one spot to fifth.
Third-round leader Bo Van Pelt
was still atop the leaderboard at 5under at the turn, but played the next
five holes at 4 over, including a
double-bogey at the par-4 13th, to
finish in a tie for sixth at 279 along
with Scott Piercy (69) and Woody
Austin (68).

Keselowski Knows Time Running Out
To Make Chase

Brad Keselowski

LOUDON, N.H. (AP) - Brad
Keselowski has provided fans
about every way to contact him
except his cell number.
Want an autograph? He’ll
stand and sign.
Have a question? Click in the
box at his sponsor’s ``Ask Brad’’
website and fill in the space with
whatever is on your mind. Be
q u i c k , or els e a vide otaped
message from Keselowski pops
up, needling the slow typers.
Demand a more instant
response? Try him these days on
his
Twitter
account
(at)
Keselowski.
Favorite songs, favorite races,
or just the hot topics of the day are
all open for debate among
Keselowski and his nearly 28,000
followers. His popularity on the
social media site prompted Sports
Illustrated to recently name him
to ``The Twitter 100.’’ SI said
Keselowski was, ``Perhaps the
most active Sprint Cup driver on
Twitter. Regularly converses with

fans and has even engaged in
debates with media.’’
He’s attracted a growing fan
base, the sponsorship of Miller
Lite, and the attention of the sport
as one of the most talented young
drivers around. He finished 25th
in his first full season in Sprint
Cup last year and won the
Nationwide Series championship
as proof he can develop into a
driver who could contend down
the road for a title in NASCAR’s
top series.
It just won’t be this year.
Time is running short for
Keselowski to even make the
Chase for the Sprint Cup championship field. Stuck in 23rd place,
he won’t clinch one of the guaranteed 10 spots in the field. The last
two slots are reserved for drivers
11 to 20 with the most victories.
That’s where Keselowski sees his
sliver of hope.
Only David Ragan, in 13th
place with one victory, meets
those criteria. Keselowski won at
Kansas Speedway last month,
giving him a big edge if he can
crack the top 20. He’s 25 points
behind veteran Mark Martin for
20th.
Keselowksi has only two topfives and four top-10 finishes this
year, blaming a ``lack of
execution combined with poor
speed.’’
Before last Sunday’s race at
New Hampshire Motor
Speedway, Keselowski gave his
Penske Racing team ``a little bit
over 50 percent’’ shot at making
the Chase field.
``Ready to go racing here in
New Hampshire. Think we can

run well, I’d say we are top-5 car
on short run and top-15 on long
run. (hash)Letsdothis,’’ he posted
shortly before the race.
He blew a right tire and
f i n i s h ed 3 5 t h , cri p p l i n g h i s
chance at moving up the
standings.
Like so many NASCAR
drivers who have embraced
Twitter, Keselowski refused to
wait until the next race weekend
to address his failure.
``2 team is back to work
today. Not gonna let a blown tire
hold us back! On a positive note,
think we figured out what was
wrong with our car,’’ he posted
Monday.
Keselowski said he became a
frequent Twitter user because he
doesn’t like the way the media
cover his sport.
``Twitter is a way for me to
set the record straight on anything
I feel like setting straight,’’ he
said.
He defended five-time Cup
champion Jimmie Johnson when
NFL player Golden Tate criticized
the
Hendrick
Motorsports’
driver’s inclusion on the ESPY
male athlete of the year awards
list. Tate hit Twitter to claim
drivers aren’t athletes.
Keselowski, who played
football, wrestled and ran track
growing up, stuck up for the
drivers-as-athletes side.
``What separates racing from
those sports is that being a
physical freak of nature is not an
advantage,’’ Keselowski said.
He’s gotten personal on
Twitter, revealing things like his
favorite three-man band as Rush.

But mostly, he’s a country
music fan. He hummed a few bars
to an Elton John song outside his
hauler, having some fun after
cutting a promo for an upcoming
race at Michigan (“Time for my
serious face,” he said, smiling.)
His two favorite songs:
``Fancy,’’ by Reba McEntire and
``Lonesome, On’ry and Mean,’’
by Waylon Jennings.
``Been
driving
these
highways/Been doing things my
way,’’ part of the lyrics to
Jennings’ song, can serve as the
calling card for most everyone in
the garage. It’s easy for the 27year-old who scrapped his way to
stardom to relate.
Keselowski wished more
critics of the sport could understand the reasons why he loves it
so much.
``What makes racing so
special, is that there’s something
to enjoy about it from all angles,
when it’s at its best,’’ he said.
``Look at the drivers. They have
interesting personalities. But
that’s like one boy band. That’s
not going to attract everybody.
You’ve got to have cool cars,
you’ve got to have fast speeds,
you’ve got to have great side-byside racing. It takes the whole
picture to put it together. And
great story lines come from it.’’
He wants to write his own
great story fantastic finishes, and
a win or two, or the final seven
races before the Chase cutoff to
make these final two months a
comeback to remember.
``Making the Chase is goal
No. 1,’’ he said. ``From there,
we’ll see where it takes us.’’
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STATE & NATIONAL NEWS
CBS News Senior Producer
Kim Godwin Will Deliver
Keynote Address At FAMU
TALLAHASSEE - Florida
A&M University (FAMU)
alumna and CBS News Senior
Producer Kim Godwin will be
the keynote speaker for FAMU’s
2011 Summer Commencement.
The ceremony is scheduled for
Friday, August 5 at 6 p.m. in the
A l f r e d L . L a w s o n J r.
M u l t ipur pos e Cente r a nd
Teaching Gymnasium.
Godwin joined CBS News
as senior producer in April 2007.
In her current role on the CBS
Evening News with Scott Pelley,
she is exclusively in charge of
planning future CBS News
editorial coverage of day-to-day
and major news events, both
domestically and internationally,
including most recently, the
launch of the final Shuttle
mission from Kennedy Space
Center. In her previous role on
the CBS Evening News with
Katie Couric, Godwin was in
charge of domestic news, overseeing editorial coverage and
story production for all CBS
bureaus in the United States,
excluding Washington, D.C.
Recently, Godwin received
a 2010 Emmy Award for
“Outstanding Business and
Ec o n om ic Repor ting in a
Regularly Scheduled Newscast”
for her groundbreaking series
“Financial Family Tree.” The
unique series provided viewers
with an in-depth, analytical look
at the immediate and long-term
ripple effects of the recession.
Prior to CBS News, she
worked at WCBS-TV as the
assistant news director. At
WCBS-TV, Godwin was second
in charge of more than 200 staff
members, oversaw day-to-day

editorial direction and newscast
production, and hired all new
producers and writers for the
station. She also directed and
managed news internships and
apprentice programs.
Prior to WCBS-TV, Godwin
served as interim director for the
Division of Journalism in
FAMU’s School of Journalism
and Graphic Communication. In
that role, while directing the
academic programs of the
school, she also helped in
planning the design of the
current journalism facility,
which includes two television
studios and a multimedia
newsroom.
Prior to FAMU, Godwin
served as vice president and
news director of KNBC-TV in
Los Angeles, and vice president
of News Operations for NBC
Television Stations for Atlanta
and New York. Prior to those
appointments, she was vice
president and news director of
KXAS-TV in Dallas; news
director for the Duopoly at
WOIO-CBS 19 and WUABUPN 43 in Cleveland, Ohio;
assistant news director for
WCAU-TV in Philadelphia;
executive producer at WNBCTV in New York; news producer
for WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh,
Penn.; anchor, investigative
reporter and producer for
WPTV-TV, West Palm Beach,
Fla.; and executive producer of
WTXL-TV in Tallahassee.
Godwin began her career as
a midday disc jockey and
evening news anchor for
WAMF-AM at FAMU, and
moved on to be a news writer for
the morning drive at WTNT-AM

Kim Godwin

in Tallahassee.
She is the recipient of two
New York Association of Black
J o u r n a l i s t s Aw a r d s f o r
producing “Conquering
Cancer” and “The Changing
Face of AIDS.” She also
received an E m m y n o m i n a t i o n f o r “Conquering
Cancer.” In her prestigious
career, she has won numerous
awards for excellence in journalism, including a Los Angeles
area Emmy for Investigative
Journalism for the report “One
Gun,” in which one handgun
was linked to multiple violent
and deadly crimes.
Godwin was born in
Panama City, Fla. but grew up
in Queens, New York. She
graduated from FAMU with a
bachelor of science degree in
broadcast journalism. Godwin
currently resides in New York
City and in the Poconos, Penn.
with her two children Kimberly
and Kirsten.

The Tom Joyner Foundation
Selects Florida Memorial
University As HBCU Of The Month
MIAMI GARDENS –
(BLACK PR WIRE) – Florida
Memorial University (FMU),
South Florida’s only historically
black college or university
(HBCU), received national
recognition when the Tom
Joyner
Foundation
(TJF)
selected it as the July 2011
HBCU of the Month. Aimed
specifically at helping HBCUs,
the TJF provides financial
support for students to complete
their college education. Through
July 31, FMU will collect
funding from across the United
States supporting scholarships
for high-achieving students at
the school.
“The foundation is really
happy to work with Florida
Memorial University,” said Tom
Joyner,
nationally-syndicated
radio host and the foundation’s
chairman. “The university has a

JACKSON

continued from front page
voting. Students, who are most
likely to be out of county, went to
the polls by complete dormitories.
Due to changes, their vote may
not even be counted the next time
there is voting.
AfricanAmericans are most likely to
move; and the moment you move,
you are no longer registered and
you cannot vote. When a person

wonderful history and this foundation is all about making sure
students are able to stay in
school.”
Established in 1998, the Tom
Joyner Foundation’s mission is
to support HBCUs and help
students
continue
their
education. Each month, it designates an HBCU to receive its
support. The scholarships will be
awarded to students through the
Office of Financial Aid at FMU
based on financial need and
other requirements. “I grew up
believing there was nothing I
could not achieve,” added
Joyner. “My grandparents, my
brother, my sons and I are all
graduates of HBCUs. Kids need
to know that HBCUs are not
merely options; they are
answers.”
Throughout the month,
people interested in financially

supporting FMU can visit the
foundation’s
page
on
www.blackamericaweb.com to
donate online. The scholarship
monies will support deserving
students at FMU, including
Kendrick
Stevenson,
a
sophomore
political
science/public
administration
major with a 4.0 GPA, and
Christopher Orr, a junior airway
science management major
maintaining a 3.8 GPA.
“Florida
Memorial
University is ecstatic to be
selected as the Tom Joyner
Foundation’s HBCU of the
Month,” said Dr. Henry Lewis,
III, president of the university.
“The foundation’s support plays
a direct role in our mission to
offer exceptional opportunities
to talented students who might
otherwise be unable to afford
college.”

moves and does not register in that
new place in time to vote, then he
will lose out on voting”, explained
Jackson.
In attendance were Rep Gwen
Clark Reed, Rep. Hazelle Rogers,
Rep. Betty Reed, Senator
Arthenia Joyner, Darryl Rouson,
Alex Sink, Les Miller, approximately twenty pastors, representatives from Pinellas Democratic
Party, Hillsborough County Black
Caucus, NAACP, ACLU, and

David Bullock from Detroit
Michigan,
coordinator
for
Rainbow Push.
Daryl Rouson, referring to the
letter to Holder provided to
everyone, demanded attendees to
“Sign the letter now”. The rally
was hosted by Rev Thomas Scott,
former councilmember. The coordinator and master of ceremonies
was Rev. Charles McKenzie.
For additional information
visit voterid.866ourvote.org.

Statement By The President
On Certification Of Repeal Of
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell
WASHINGTON, D.C. “Today, we have taken the
final major step toward ending
the discriminatory ‘Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell’ law that undermines our military readiness
and violates American principles of fairness and equality.
In accordance with the legislation that I signed into law last
December, I have certified and
notified Congress that the
requirements for repeal have
been met. ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell’ will end, once and for all,
in 60 days—on September 20,
2011.
As Commander in Chief,
I have always been confident
that our dedicated men and
women in uniform would tran-

sition to a new policy in an
orderly manner that preserves
unit cohesion, recruitment,
retention and military effect i v e n e s s . To d a y ’s a c t i o n
follows extensive training of
our military personnel and certification by Secretary Panetta
and Admiral Mullen that our
military is ready for repeal.
As of September 20th, service
members will no longer be
forced to hide who they are in
order to serve our country.
Our military will no longer be
deprived of the talents and
skills of patriotic Americans
just because they happen to be
gay or lesbian.
I want to commend our
civilian and military leadership

for moving forward in the
careful and deliberate manner
that this change requires, especially with our nation at war. I
want to thank all our men and
women in uniform, including
those who are gay or lesbian,
for their professionalism and
patriotism during this transition. Every American can be
proud that our extraordinary
troops and their families, like
earlier generations that have
adapted to other changes,
will only grow stronger and
remain the best fighting force
in the world and a reflection
of the values of justice and
equality that the define us as
Americans.”

Officials Learn About Progress
Of Race To The Top Plan
WASHINGTON D.C. - A
team of leaders from the U.S.
Department of Education’s
Implementation and Support
Unit (ISU) travelled to
Tallahassee to meet with representatives from the Florida’s
Race to the Top team today for
an on-site program review.
The state team is executing
Florida’s nearly $700 million
Race to the Top grant, awarded
by the Department in August
2010 to support the state’s
comprehensive education
reform plan to enhance and
elevate student achievement.
During the visit, ISU officials,
Director Ann Whalen, Program
Lead Meredith Farace, and
Program Officer for Florida
Lauren
Scott,
assessed
Florida’s progress toward
implementing and achieving
the goals described in their
plan, as well as identified areas
where the Department can
provide support and technical
assistance.
The on-site program
review is one of several steps in
an ongoing review process

coordinated by the Department
and the state teams implementing Race to the Top plans. The
process includes ongoing conversations
between
the
Department and grantees, onsite program reviews, and
grantee self-evaluations. In
addition, U.S. Secretary of
Education Arne
Duncan,
Department leaders and state
leaders will hold meetings to
discuss progress and challenges.
Last year, the Department
of Education awarded $4
billion in grants to support bold
plans to reform education in 11
states and the District of
Columbia. The Department
created the ISU team to support
Race to the Top states as they
do the tough work of reforming
their schools. Today’s visit to
the Florida Department of
Education focuses on its
progress in building strong
statewide
capacity
to
implement, scale-up, and
sustain proposed plans, and the
state’s efforts to improve
teacher and principal effective-

ness based on performance.
“We are very excited about
the challenging work that
Florida and other Race to the
Top grantees are doing,” said
Director Whalen. “We are
working closely with each state
to ensure that they’re receiving
the support they need to
implement their plans and to
create long-lasting reform that
benefits students and transforms education across their
state.”
This month, teams from the
ISU will complete on-site
program reviews with each of
the 12 Race to the Top
grantees: Delaware, the
District of Columbia, Florida,
Georgia, Hawaii, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New York,
North Carolina, Ohio, Rhode
Island, and Tennessee. In the
fall, the Department will use
the information gathered
during the program review
process to create state-by-state
reports and a national performance review that will be posted
on the Department’s website.

U.S. Department Of Education
Awards $49 Million
In Charter School Grants
WASHINGTON D.C. U.S. Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan today announced
the award of two charter
school grants, totaling $49
million, to increase public
school options in Florida and
New York. The Florida
Department of Education and
the New York State Education
Department will each receive
five-year grants under the
Charter School Program state
educational agency (SEA)
competition, which provides
funds to states to create new
high-quality charter schools
and disseminate information
about existing charters.
“High-quality charter
schools have an important role

to play in the overall strategy
of successful school reform,”
said U.S. Secretary of
Education Arne Duncan.
“These states have an opportunity to spread effective
practices and provide public
charter school choices for
more students and parents.”
The purpose of the Charter
Schools Program is to increase
financial support and build a
better national understanding
of public charter schools,
while expanding the number of
high-quality public charter
schools across the nation. In
total, the administration will
invest $255 million in fiscal
year 2011 through several
grant programs administered

by the Charter Schools
Program, which together will:
- help plan and implement
public charter schools;
- support charter school
efforts to find suitable facilities;
- disseminate information
about successful
charter
school practices; and
- replicate and expand
high-quality charter schools.
President Barack Obama’s
fiscal year 2012 budget request
includes $372 million to
expand educational options by
helping grow effective charter
schools and other autonomous
public schools that achieve
positive results and give
parents more choices.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

912 3rd Avenue N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

REV. BRYANT A. FAYSON, PASTOR
Sunday Church School -------------9:10 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ----------11:00 a.m.
WMS "The Gathering----1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.
12 Noon Wed. Bible Study • 7 pm Tue. Bible Study
"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME, the oldest
African-American Church in St. Pete."

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by equipping
believers to reach the lost with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.”
FAMILY CONNECTION
SUNDAY: On July 31 our 9 a.m.
Sunday School, and our 10 a.m.
Worship Service, will be the
ONLY services held.
Register Now for Our
Women’s Conference! You
don’t want to miss our Aug. 2627 Women’s Conference “Being Fully Persuaded in
Holiness as Women of God” held at our church. Dr. Sheila M.

Bailey, wife of the late Dr. E. K.
Bailey, is our speaker. An inspirational speaker, she will focus
on issues which impact women
and the family. Additionally, Dr.
Julia McMillan, Senior Pastor of
New Dawn Restoration Church
(Ta mpa), Pa s t o r Ki m b erl y
Ande rson, So u l s Harv es t
Fellowship (St. Petersburg),
Minister Natasha Williams (St.
Petersburg), and other Women
of God are also part of this
dynamic women’s conference.
Teens, ages 12-17, are also

invited to attend the conference.
For more information visit
www.mzprogressive.org
Casual Sundays (JuneAugust) are back! However, we
do request modesty in apparel.
Don’t forget our Electric
Slide Cardio Classes Saturdays,
9-10 a.m., in our 3rd Floor Gym.
All fitness levels welcome!
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Elim Seventh-Day Adventist Church
SUMMER REVIVAL 2011
Our Summer Revival which
will end on July 31, has been a
wonderful
success.
The
preacher, Evangelist Gregory
Mack, has been persuasive,
dynamic, and clear. All who
attended have testified to the
blessings and knowledge they
have been receiving during this
three-week endeavor. We,
therefore, extend our deepest
appreciation and gratitude to
Evangelist Greg Mack for his
commitment to duty. We would
like to express our thanks to the
members of the community who
came out each evening that the
meetings were held; and, we
would also like to thank Praise
1590 WRXB for making the
promotion of this event a
success.
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
As a Grand Finale to our
Summer Revival, the Elim
Seventh-day Adventist Church
will be hosting a Free
Community Picnic this Sunday
July 31, 2011, in the church’s
overflow parking on the north
side of the facility. Everyone is
invited to attend. There will be
games, music, bounce house for
the kids, board games for older
adults, giveaways, food, nonalcoholic drinks, and a whole lot
more. Everyone is being asked
to come over and enjoy the fun.
FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Every Tuesday morning

between 10:00 a.m. and 12:00
p.m., the Elim Seventh-day
Adventist Church distributes
free food items to the
community.
Everyone
is
welcome, while the supplies
last. No income verification is
need, and no one is turned away
while there is food.
HOT
LUNCH
Every
Saturday afternoon (between
1:00 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.), a Free
Hot Lunch is served to members
of the community. There are no
restrictions as to who may
come; the food is free to all who
have needs. Feel free to stop by
and have a meal!
CLOTHING DISTRIBUTION – BY APPOINTMENT
The
Elim
Seventh-day
Adventist Church also has some
clothing that is available to
members of the community who
are in need of supplies. If you
are interested in articles of
clothing, you may call the
church at 727-327-2374 and
leave your contact information,
or you may simply visit the
church on Saturdays between
the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.,
and arrangements will be made
for you to be supplied from
what is available.
ELIM JUNIOR ACADEMY
AND DAYCARE CENTER
The Elim School System
accepts children from age two
thru the eighth grade. We
provide quality education for

your most treasured possessions, your children. We are
committed to educating their
head, their heart, and their
hands. Your children will
become better persons and
citizens, because of the
education that they will receive
in our educational system.
Our 2011-2012 school year
will start on August 8, 2011.
This is the time to get your
children
registered,
while
spaces are available. Please
contact the Principal Mrs.
Lawanna McCoy at 727-3278651 for registration information and a chance to tour the
school facility.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES We
are also accepting donations of
school supplies to assist needy
parents and students in the
community. You may bring
school bags, notebooks, pencils,
shoes and clothing, funds for
tuition assistance, and whatever
you may be able to contribute.
These items can be dropped off
at the school, Monday thru
Friday for 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., or
they may be left at the church
between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. on
Saturdays. For further information, please call the school 727327-8651, or the church: 727327-2374. For drop-off, our
address is 4824 2nd Ave. S., St.
Petersburg, FL. 33711.
Thank you Tampa Bay!

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
official staff of deacons
and trustees, and the entire congregation extend to the
community at large, this wish
for an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing
to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Events for July
July 27-30 - Congress No. 2
will be hosted at St. Mark
July 30 - Congress No. 2
Picnic at Dell Holmes Park
from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Lots of
food, fun and fellowship!
Coming in the Month of
August
Aug. 1-5 - Vacation Bible
School, 6-8 p.m. Come out and

join us for Bible study, crafts,
music, sports, food and lots of
fun and fellowship for the
entire family.
Aug. 13 - Sistah 2 Sistah
Fellowship for women of St.
Mark, 3:30-5:30 p.m.
“Strengthening Our
Connection: CelebratingEncouraging - Empowering
One Another.” A Day of fellowship and faith building.
Aug. 15 - PIZZA Ministry
“Back to School Bash” for
children in the Child’s Park
Community. The goal is to
help the children in the Child’s
Park area get ready for school
by equipping them with school
supplies as well as food, fun
and the Word of God.
Aug. 21 - Appreciation
Service for Brother Franklin
Gray at 4 p.m.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is

each Sunday at 5 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to study the
Bible with us and learn “What
Baptist Believe.”
Children
and
Youth
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community are
welcome to join us.
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at 7 p.m.
St. Mark Computer Lab and
Computer Class Hours:
Computer Lab Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday only
(4-6 p.m.) Saturday Mornings
10 a.m. -12 p.m.
Computer Class Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday
only 6-7 p.m. Saturday
Mornings 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

2011 Annual Empowerment Conference July 29 - 31
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church
912 3rd Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705 • (727) 822-2089
The Reverend Bryant A. Fayson, Pastor

“Embrace God’s Gift of Power” Philippians 4:13
CONFERENCE PRESENTERS

Rev. Bryant A. Fayson, Pastor
Bethel AME Church, St. Petersburg

Rev. Keturah Pittman, Pastor
St. Mark AMEC, St. Petersburg

Rev. Dr. Victoria Martin-Banks, Pastor
Anointed Love Ministries, Atlanta

Rev. Patricia Nelson, Associate
Bethel AME Church, St. Petersburg

Mr. William E. Packer, Jr.
Movie Producer, Atlanta

Minister Clarence Green
St. Paul AMEC, Tampa

11 AM Morning Worship Service Speaker
Rev. Cathy Fayson-Johnson, Associate, St. James AMEC Progress Village, Tampa
Friday, July 29, Torch Awards Banquet 7 P.M. Adults $25 Children $10 (10 and under)
Saturday, July 30, Conference Registration:
$20 Adults $5 Youth (18 and under)
8:30 Continental Breakfast 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM Conference & Lunch
Sunday, July 31, Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 A.M.
Make checks payable to:
Bethel AME Church Mail to: Birice Packer, P.O. Box 14255, St. Petersburg, FL 33733
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REUNIONS

Martin Family Reunion Photographs

continued from page 5
and signatures from all family
members who attended last year’s
reunion in Virginia.
Banquet began with prayer by
Elder Daniel Akins and scriptures by
Audrey Green and Matthew Akins.
A special solo, “Jesus Kept Me,”
was rendered by Shunae Thomas,
and the Praise Dancers from
Friendly Missionary Baptist Church
presented two exquisite praise
dances. The featured speaker was
Elder Lynwood Wilson. Other
program participants included
Helena Akins, Betty Jewell, Emma
Cavin, Cynthia Plummer, and Ella
Akins Jackson, who made special
presentations to adults. The mistress
of ceremonies was Lucretia Wilson.
Fun-time activities continued
on Saturday as the family enjoyed
poolside and courtyard activities
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday
morning at 11, a sizable number of
the group was found in the pews of
Friendly Missionary Baptist Church,
where Rev. Johnnie Miller is the
pastor. It was a time to express their
appreciation for another opportunity
to connect with their family. “A
Link from the Past and a Bridge to
the Future,” was the reunion theme,
and it proved to be a positive stronghold for this family. Strong friendships among cousins have been
formed over the years, and the
younger generations are beginning
to connect and spend time together
at times and places important to
them, not just at family reunion time.
The chairperson for this reunion was
Ella Akins Jackson of Tampa, with
her son, Henry Carley, Jr. as the cochairperson. Next year’s reunion is
to be held in Atlanta, GA.

Akins, Aikens, Leeks Family Reunion Photographs

